
 

 

The appointment of an 

Executor is unavoidable 
 

Trying to save on Executor fees by appointing a 

family member to do all the work no longer works. 

Here’s why: 
 

 

Planning type: Estate Planning 

Database form: Executor form 

 

Prepared by: Myprotector communications 

Created Date: 16 September 2018 

 

Why do I really need an Executor? 

The gravity of the appointment of an Executor is seldom understood by anyone unfamiliar 

with the possible pitfalls of a deceased estate. With the wrong Executor an estate can take 

years even decades to be resolved. Leaving this appointment in the hands of Institutions is a 

risk that some are comfortable with if the Institution is a respectable one but far better is the 

informed appointment of a Professional Executor with a good track record to ensure your 

family and dependents are in the best possible hands at this difficult time. If you do not 

stipulate to an Executor and if none is appointed by way of one of your policies, the 

appointment of an Executor may need to fall to the State.  

 



 

 

Professional Executors often can't afford to take on small estates simply because there’s no 

money to be made. If your deceased estate is low in assets, you will struggle with this 

problem on top of all the rest. 

 

Myprotector puts you in touch with a pre-approved list of qualified executors. 

A reliable and respectable friend or family member may be willing to perform this function 

however this person will need a good understanding of debt and taxes as well as long and 

short-term insurance. They must be able to handle the deceased procedures of the High 

Court Master’s office and be able to manage the SARS tax submissions of the deceased. 

 

Trying to save on Executor fees by appointing a family member to do all the work no longer 

works. ‘Ignorance of the law’ is not a valid defense; the executor is personally very 

vulnerable to costs.  

 

The High Court Master insists that any layperson must be assisted by a professional person or 

body as the “Administration of Estates Act” places specific duties on the executor to fulfil, for 

which they can be held liable should they not comply. 

 

Ultimately this appointment will be the final step to ensuring your absolute peace of mind 

that your dependents will receive dedicated attention and assistance in their ongoing lives 

should you no longer be with them and therefore the appointment of a professional 

Executor to perform all the statutory duties associated with the winding up an estate is one 

of the most important functions served by the drafting of a Will. 

 

The nominated Executor of a Deceased Estate must amongst other important functions 

ensure that your estate is distributed among beneficiaries in accordance with your wishes. 



 

 

 

It is very important to be informed of the fact that even where a family member is 

nominated in the Will to act as Executor the law requires the Master of the High Court not to 

appoint such a nominee unless he or she is assisted in the administration of the estate by 

either a chartered accountant or an admitted attorney or a Trust company. It is therefore 

preferable to appoint a professional chartered accountant, attorney or Trust company to 

act as Executor in the Will and to add a clause in the Will exempting the Executor from 

furnishing security to the Master of the High Court. The furnishing of security by executors, 

tutors, trustees, fiduciaries and usufructuaries as well as natural guardians in respect of the 

inheritance of minors is an important aspect to be dealt with by means of a validly drafted 

Will. Insurance companies and financial institutions are reluctant to give suretyships and it is 

sometimes impossible to find security. Fortunately in almost every case, the testator’s 

direction that security should not be furnished prevails now in terms of the Administration of 

Estates Act and the Trust Property Control Act. 

 

 

Action required: Click on the ‘Get Advice’ button on the database template and the 

assigned financial advisor will help you when preparing your Legal Will when appointing an 

Executor. 

 

 

Disclaimer 

Myprotectors' policy enhancing services and technology is wholly owned by: Myprotector Group (Pty) Ltd 

(2014/174364/07). Any information or advice contained on this article is general in nature and has been prepared 

without taking into account your objectives, financial situation or needs. Before acting on any information on this 

article, you should consider the appropriateness of it and where necessary consult with one of our LSP (Licensed 

service providers) members who are registered to give financial advice. 


